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loosen and untie, but may not unravel or cut them. And in the case 
of those on utensils on the Sabbath, it is permitted. And it goes 
without saying, that is so also on the festival [T. Y. T 3:12]. 


The sole difference between the festival and the Sabbath is in the 
preparation of food: 


It was taught in the name of R. Judah: “Also they have permitted [on 
the festival] preparing those things that are required for the preparation 
of food as well.” 


What is at issue between [the authority of M. Meg. 1:6A = M. Bes. 
5:2J] and [Judah]? 


R. Hisda says, “[The practical difference between the two positions] is 
whether or not it is permitted to sharpen the head of a spit.” 


R. Hanina son of R. Abbahu: “Producing heat [for cooking] from 
wood [Y. Meg. 1:8 has “preheated. stones’’] is at issue between them.” 


R. Judah bar Pazzi of Bardelayya taught, “That is the thing.” 


What is the meaning of, “That is the thing”? Is it the matter of 
sharpening the head of a spit, or is it the matter of producing heat from 
stones? 


Indeed, you may say only the following: They do not polish a knife. 
but one may sharpen it on another knife [Y. Bes. 3:7]. 


[In regard to that statement,] R. Hisda said, “That view is R. Judah’s.” 


But R. Judah said in the name of Samuel, “It represents the opinion of 
all parties, [since one does so] in order to remove the fat from the 
knife.” 


What is the law on kindling a lamp that serves no useful purpose [on 
the festival day]? 


Hezekiah said, “It is forbidden to do so.” 


The following Tannaitic teaching stands at variance with the view of 
Hezekiah: 


“You shall kindle no fire in all your habitations on the Sabbath 
day” (Ex. 35:3). 


On the Sabbath day you may not kindle a fire, but you may kindle a 
fire on the festival. 


